                                                    Children's  Ministry Team Minutes

                                                                   September  24, 2008.

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees:Lauren Balleto,  Cathy Black , elder; Rachel Boeckenhauer,, , Richard Koester,  , Caressa Murray, pastor; Wendy Noriega,  Linda Smith-Gregory, Sunday School  Super indent..

Absent:  Al Strahan, 

Our committee meeting opened with a devotional , and prayer by Cathy Black.

 Sunday School Program

The Come to the Table Communion Workshop was attended by 7 children and their parents. Special thanks to Linda and Caressa for organizing a well appreciated, informative and  interactive  workshop. Parents Open House for Sunday School scheduled for November 16, 2008. This will be an opportunity for parents to meet their child`s  shepherds / leaders and learn about our current curriculum. Parents were asked Rally Day to volunteer for minimum of two areas Children's Services. From this we were able to obtain the following substitute shepherds : Rachel Boeckenhauer, Karla Bradley, Jenny Kidwell and Kim Luedde. Offering will be taken weekly in large group . Money collected will go to seasonal collections or The  Fill  the Arc Program through Heifer  International. On  Rally Day 26 children and 10 adult leaders were in attendance.

Growing in God's Love (GIGL)

Attendance is remaining consistent. We are offering the 11:00  am program using the Get Ready  Get Set Worship curriculum preparing the older children to transition to attend the worship service. Linda will contact the new volunteers Janet Harreld and Susan Anderson for training to lead/ assist with this program. 

 CPR/First Aid Classes

Linda  Smith -Gregory is awaiting confirmation from  CLEMC re dates for the CPR/ First Aid  classes. 

Children and Youth Safety Commission

 This commission will serve under and report to the Christian Nurture Committee. They will oversee and be responsible for Background checks; Child Protection Policies; Training Workshops; Physical Plant; Parent pamphlet; and  a manual for individuals that work with youth and children. Team met September 9,2008.

Kids Klub

This Wednesday night program for grades 1-5 includes fellowship; prayer ;games and activities. Additional volunteers from Parent Information Forms on Rally Day include Shallon Barboza ( 2nd or 4th  ); Laureen Balleto; Paul Cianchetti.

Time and Talent Forms

Current form reviewed and recommendations made for Children's Ministry Section. Caressa Murray and Cathy Black to finalize and submit to Stewardship Team.

Celebration Sunday/ Stewardship Campaign – October 19,2008.

Each ministry team was asked to choose three highlight areas and individuals that can give a testimonial reflecting specific examples of the fruits of our mission and ministry. CMT will focus on 1. Joint Mission Project between Mission and Children's Ministry to send supplies to Vicki Smith , our missionary in Jamaica. Richard Koester and Diane Kane will be our speakers. 2. Small Group/ Large Group Format in Sunday and its impact on relationship building . Freeman Gregory , one of the shepherds, will be our speaker. 3. Get Ready, Get Set ,Worship and the Come To the Table Workshop. Focus will be the impact on our children knowledge, understanding, and participation in worship. Speaker to be determined.

Advent

There will be a WPC Advent Planning Meeting scheduled in the near future. The team discussed the ideas of having a Caroling and Cocoa Night and an Advent Youth Children's Potluck Dinner and Service December 7th. This will be an agenda item at our October Meeting.

2009 Goals and Plans

Bible and Me Class for Second graders – Spring 2009 

Sexuality Classes for Children and Parents- late Spring or Early Fall 2009.

Birth to Three Ministry- Linda to  set up a Planning Meeting on a Wednesday evening for those interested in joining this committee.

Website Team- Richard Koester and Linda Smith Gregory.

Members were encouraged to attend Focus 2008  workshop sponsored by the Presbytery of New Covenant October 04, 2008. We have money in our budget to  cover registration costs. Invitation to be extended to Sunday School Shepherds.

.

Meeting was closed with prayer by Cathy Black

 Next Meeting is October 15, 2008.

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Black, Children's Ministry Elder

